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From the President
It all started with a phone call from the South Carolina Department of
Natural Resources back in 2000.
A loggerhead sea turtle had washed ashore, sick and incapacitated,
and the nearest sea turtle rehab facility was several hours away.
Could we help? Our curator at the time, Jason Crichton, said sure –
and immediately shot over to Kmart to pick up a kiddie pool.
Little did we know at the time that this turtle, affectionately named
Stinky, would transform the future of the South Carolina Aquarium.
Stinky was released, healthy and thriving, almost a year later and
based on our experience we readily welcomed other stranded sea
turtles into our care.
With a “Field of Dreams” fervor, we purchased hospital tanks and
life support, staffed up with biologists and volunteers, added a
veterinary care team and sophisticated medical technology. While this
didn’t happen overnight, we learned several things along the way …
including how resilient sea turtles are, and also how little we know
about them … how threatened they are by human pressures, and how
our changing environment is conspiring against them.
We also learned how powerfully sea turtles tug at our hearts, and
what effective ambassadors they can be for all of marine wildlife.
That’s why we are so excited to unveil Zucker Family Sea Turtle
Recovery™ on May 27. This dramatic new facility will not only greatly
expand our ability to treat sea turtles, it will enable all of our visiting
public to see firsthand the care and attention our patients receive.
It will serve as a powerful learning landscape, where children can
interact with augmented reality to conduct diagnoses on mock
sea turtles based on actual case histories. It will also extend our
leadership in global sea turtle care, as we engage in cutting-edge
research to learn more about these endangered species and how we
can save them.
Most of all, it will offer hope – hope that we can make a difference
and prevent endangered species from going extinct. It’s the same
hope we experienced in 2010 when our very first patient, Stinky, was
found healthy and thriving off the coast of Georgia.
We are so grateful to the Zucker family and our community of donors
and members who have made this experience possible. We look
forward to sharing Zucker Family Sea Turtle Recovery with you in this
issue, and soon, in person.

BOA RD OF DIREC TORS
Chairman
Jonathan Zucker
Vice Chairmen
Pete Sniderman
Dixon Woodward
Treasurer
J. Donald Higgins
Director Emeritus
Vice Treasurer
Steve Gray
Secretary
Catherine Smith
Vice Secretary
Jim Twining
Members
Elizabeth ColbertBusch
Larry Colshan
Dee Fortson
M. Frederick “Fritz”
Gitter, M.D.
Andrew Gowder, Jr.
Dwayne Green
Jim Hansen
Mason Holland
Valerie Howell
David Johnston
Brenda Lauderback
Brian Marley
Gary McLaurin
Jay Millen
John H. Neely
Thompson Penney
David Rivers

Richard Roth
Missy Sauls
Scott Snider
Peter Stonefield
James H. “Jeddie”
Suddeth III
Emily Swanson
John Swink
Thomas Wright
Stephanie Yarbrough
Chairmen Emeriti
James L. Ferguson *
Kenneth “Ken” Seeger
Hilton C. Smith, Jr.
M. William
Youngblood, Esq.
Jerry Zucker *
Directors Emeriti
Pat Conroy *
John Danahy
William A. Finn
Bruce Hecker
J. Donald Higgins
Sheila Hodges
Peatsy Hollings *
Kate Jerome
Robert R. Macdonald
Layton McCurdy, M.D.
The Honorable
Robert E. McNair *
Mary Alice Monroe
The Honorable
Richard W. Riley
Victor Samra, Jr. *
Ted Stern *
* deceased

South Carolina Aquarium
(843) 577-FISH (3474)
Open Daily 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Building closes at 5 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day
Membership Department
(843) 579-8518
Monday–Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
The South Carolina Aquarium is a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization and relies on the
generosity of individuals, foundations and
corporations.
To help support the South Carolina Aquarium,
contact us at (843) 579-8595 or
advancement@scaquarium.org.

Kevin Mills, President and CEO

Aquarium News

Take the Plastic Challenge
Plastic pollution is one of the most
pressing issues facing our oceans
today. The U.S. only recycles nine
percent of the plastic it uses, and
worldwide more than 8 million metric
tons of plastic enter the ocean each
year. Solving the problem requires the
effort of everyone! Luckily, there are
simple steps we can all take to avoid
single-use plastics and prevent plastic
waste from entering the ocean.
We invite you to join us in taking a
two-week Plastic Challenge. Starting
in mid-July, we will send you a
daily email each morning with a
tip to reduce your dependence on
plastic. How much of an impact do
you think we will make together?
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If you accept the challenge, visit
scaquarium.org/plastic-challenge
to learn more and sign up!

Shark Shallows Becomes
The Shallows
Cownose rays and southern stingrays
are the stars of our revamped
exhibit, now entitled The Shallows.
Beginning last year, we treated the
water in Shark Shallows with copper to
eliminate a naturally occurring parasite.
Now that the copper treatment is
complete, we chose to focus on rays
in the exhibit going forward to create
a fun, relaxed experience for our
guests and to provide more creative
enrichment options for the animals.
We’re also exploring new opportunities
for guests to interact with the rays.
We thank you for your patience
and support as we continue to
develop The Shallows! Read more at
scaquarium.org/the-shallows-update.

Balanced Ocean Exhibit
Reel in a Good Catch at our recently
added exhibit, Balanced Ocean, in the
Coast gallery near the lionfish tank.
Following the release of the juvenile
sea turtle that previously occupied this
tank, we gave the space a makeover.
The new exhibit presents sustainable
seafood in a fun and simple way, and
makes choosing sustainable seafood
less daunting for people of all ages.
The Balanced Ocean tank now displays
many species of fish that fishermen can
harvest responsibly in South Carolina.
And in the exhibit’s interactive area,
you can practice your angling skills to
“catch” a sustainable fish and see if it
meets the requirements to be a keeper!
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What’s Happening
AQUA RIUM A F T E R HOUR S

WORLD T UR T LE CE LE B R AT ION
A ND GR A ND OPE NING OF
ZU C K E R FA M I LY S E A T U R T L E R E COV E RY ™

CR A B B ING CLINIC

M AY 18: May-ting Season

JUNE 10

JUNE 15: Tacos with Salsa

10 a.m. – noon
Pitt Street Bridge, Mount Pleasant

JULY 20 : Southern Block Party
AUGUS T 1 7: Endless Summer

5 – 10 p.m.
We’ve extended our operating hours to
10 p.m. on the third Thursday of each
month this summer, adding themed
activities and programs geared toward
adults. Enjoy drinks from the cash bar
and dinner from visiting food trucks as
you experience the Aquarium at night.
Free admission for members.

M AY 2 7–28

This year, we’re going all out to
celebrate turtles with a brand new
experience dedicated to these riveting
reptiles! Local turtle team volunteers
will be stationed at the Aquarium
throughout the weekend to share their
experience helping sea turtles in the
wild and to answer your questions.
Behind-the-scenes tours of the
basement Sea Turtle Hospital will be
available at 11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m. and 2
p.m. each day. Join the festivities as our
newest exhibit opens to the public and
we embark on a bold journey to save
sea turtles.

Join us for a crabbing clinic! In addition
to learning about crabbing techniques,
get the scoop on crab biology and how
to have less impact while crabbing. $10
per member. Reservations required; to
reserve, call (843) 579-8518.

SE INING PROGR A M S
JUNE 15

AUGUS T 10

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Sullivan’s Island

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Daniel Island

JUNE 28

AUGUS T 24

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Daniel Island

( A DULT S ONLY )

WORLD OCE A N S DAY
JULY 1 3
JUNE 8

ZUCK E R FA M ILY SE A T UR T LE
RECOV E RY ™ M E M B E R PRE V IE W
M AY 2 5

6:30 – 8 p.m.
Be among the first to see the new
exhibit that everyone’s talking about!
Visit the sea turtle patients in their new
tanks, test the interactive triage and
operating stations, and get a glimpse
at the Aquarium’s new, state-of-the-art
medical facility.
Light refreshments will be served, and
reservations are required. To reserve,
call (843) 579-8518.
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Taking action to protect the ocean
is vital to creating a healthy and
sustainable environment for future
generations because no matter where
you live, everyone’s health directly
depends on a clean, productive ocean.
Join us to learn how to protect one of
the planet’s most valuable resources,
our oceans. Together we can make a
huge impact on the health of the planet.

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Folly Beach
JULY 2 7

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Sullivan’s Island
SE P T E M B E R 1 6

10 - 11:30 a.m.
Folly Beach

6 - 7:30 p.m.
Sullivan’s Island
A member favorite! Assist Aquarium
staff as we search the sand and water
for aquatic creatures. We’ll drag a seine
through the surf to find fish, crabs and
maybe even a small shark. Educators
will give you a glimpse into the
fascinating lives of fish, mollusks and
other beach dwellers as we walk along.
Tickets are $10; reservations required.
To reserve, call (843) 579-8518.

There’s always more to explore
SC AQUA RIUM .ORG/C A LENDA R

TA DPOLE E X PLORE R S

M E M B E R MOV IE NIGH T

JUM PBUNCH

JUNE 26

JULY 15

AUGUS T 1

6:30 – 9 p.m.

8 – 9 a.m.

10 – 10:30 a.m.

Join us for a special evening to enjoy
Finding Dory in the Great Ocean Tank
Gallery. Bring a pillow and watch a
family-friendly film with your marine
friends. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
and the movie will begin promptly
at 7 p.m. Free for members.
Reservations required; to reserve,
call (843) 579-8518.

Parents and children alike love to
explore the Aquarium in the morning!
Our 1- to 3-year-old friends can explore
stations including building blocks,
crafts and animal encounters, and
have the Aquarium all to themselves
before the crowds arrive. Snacks, coffee
and muffins will be provided. $10 per
member child; two adults free per child.
Reservations required; to reserve, call
(843) 579-8518.

Let your little ones get their sillies out
in a fun setting. Jump, dance, wiggle,
skip, play and have fun to music.
Recommended for ages 18 months to 4
years. Free for members. Reservations
required; to reserve, call (843) 5798518.

SE A S TA R S A ND S TRIPE S

DA NCE MOV E S
AUGUS T 10

10 – 10:30 a.m.
JULY 4

A fun and energetic class from Dance
Moves of Charleston! Explore basic
ballet moves, warm-ups, stretches,
movements across the floor, jumping
and turning. Girls and boys ages 2-6
are welcome. Comfortable clothing or
dance attire recommended. Free for
members. Reservations required; to
reserve, call (843) 579-8518.

7 – 10 p.m.
Spend your Fourth of July at the
Aquarium for fins, fireworks and fun
on the harbor! Watch a spectacular
fireworks show from the best view in
Charleston, and cool down inside as
you visit our animals. Tickets include
a delicious, sustainable Lowcountry
boil dinner plus beer and wine. Visit
scaquarium.org to get yours!

DISCOV E RY T R AW L
JULY 14

10 - 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 – 2 p.m.
Take a one-of-a-kind boat tour in
partnership with the South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources
(SCDNR). We’ll embark on SCDNR’s
Educational Vessel Discovery and
explore the wildlife in the Aquarium’s
“backyard” by trawling in the
Charleston Harbor. Ages 10 and up.
Tickets $15. Reservations required; to
reserve, call (843) 579-8518.
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SH A RK WE E K
JULY 8 – 15

Find fun shark activities around every
corner as we celebrate the ocean’s
apex predator. Enjoy special dive
shows, educational stations and photo
opportunities centered on sharks.
Shark Week activities are free with
membership.

LEGE ND :
M E M B E R S ONLY / PUB LIC E V E N T

For more information on our events
or programs, call (843) 577-FISH
(3474). If you are not receiving our
regular e-updates, please contact
membership@scaquarium.org.
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Zucker Family
Sea Turtle
Recovery™
Comes to Life
COUNTING DOWN THE FINAL
DAYS UNTIL THE OPENING OF OUR
BIGGEST UNDERTAKING YET, WE
WATCH WITH EXCITEMENT AS THE
FINAL TOUCHES COME INTO PLACE .
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Signs are hung, lighting levels are
adjusted, and the settling dust from
construction is swept. The sea turtle
patients have already moved into
their tanks, unaware of their pristine
new surroundings. Zucker Family Sea
Turtle Recovery™ will soon be open
to the public!
This new experience is far from an
ordinary Aquarium display. Sea Turtle
Recovery (for short) brings the dayto-day operations of our Sea Turtle
Hospital into full view on the first floor.
For 16 years, these activities have been
the daily routine for a dedicated team
of staff and volunteers working out of
our windowless, converted basement.
And each year, the space has become
more crowded as an even greater
number of turtles are admitted in need

of our help. It’s time to shed some
light on this awe-inspiring program.
That’s precisely what makes Sea
Turtle Recovery so special—it’s both
a hospital and an exhibit, making the
real-life rehabilitation of sick and
injured sea turtles visible to every
guest that visits the Aquarium.
But it doesn’t stop there. Interactive
stations further enable you to learn
the causes of sea turtle strandings
and to practice diagnosing mock
patients. Tablets referencing each
patient share that turtle’s story
with you and detail its progress.
A classroom and theater provide
a glimpse into what happens before
and after a turtle’s time in Sea
Turtle Recovery.

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN
ZUCKER FAMILY SEA TURTLE RECOVERY™ OPENS ON MAY 27

1. UPGRADED TANKS
The opening of Sea Turtle Recovery
nearly doubles our patient capacity.
Not only are we able to help more
turtles, but we also have adequate
space to properly treat large turtles
like adult loggerheads, which can
grow to more than 300 pounds.
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T

The floor of the tank area is elevated
about 2 feet off the ground, which not
only helps you come face-to-face with
the patients, but also provides space
for the intricate plumbing and water
filtration systems that support Sea
Turtle Recovery. You can see the turtles
clearly through the one-way glass, but
they can’t see you—helping to ensure
a minimum of stress as they recover.
A special “endless pool” with a
continuous current provides exercise
and therapy opportunities for turtles
as they approach their release back
into the wild. Sea Turtle Recovery is
one of the few sea turtle rehabilitation
facilities in the U.S. to implement
this technology.
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A modern operating room is the
perfect space for our veterinarian
to perform surgical procedures,
benefiting our turtle patients as well
as the Aquarium’s permanent animal
residents. At times, you will even see a
medical operation in progress through
the room’s viewing window!

3. INTERACTIVE MOCK
MEDICAL STATIONS
Augmented reality technology enables
you to test your veterinary skills with
mock sea turtle patients. Follow the
same steps that our triage team does,
taking vital signs and diagnosing the
condition of synthetic turtles modeled
after the species and injuries that we
encounter most frequently here in
our hospital.
At another station, practice your talent
at the operating table! Learn about
eight of the most common ailments
that we come across in the hospital,
and discover how we treat them with
hands-on activities.

2. IMPROVED MEDICAL FACILIT Y
Behind the walls of Sea Turtle
Recovery lies a fully renovated medical
facility that enables our experts to
provide world-class animal care.
A new CT scanner provides superior
3D diagnostic images, helping our
veterinary staff see not just a turtle’s
skeleton but also its internal organs
to diagnose conditions in the lungs
or intestines. This scanner is of the
highest resolution currently housed
in a marine science care center or
aquarium. Having this technology
on-site prevents us from having to
transport our patients to outside
offices for scans and helps to keep
their stress at a minimum.

4. CLASSROOM & OBJECT THEATER
A 40-seat classroom and theater space
hosts daily programs and features
video expanding upon sea turtles’
journey from rescue to rehabilitation
to release. To immerse viewers in the
sea turtle’s point of view, the room
itself comes to life, using props, light
and sound to underscore the context
of the video.
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MEET THE SEA TURTLE CARE CENTER™ TEAM

“I’m most excited about having our own CT machine. It will make it possible to
better evaluate the turtles’ conditions, and it’ll cause them less stress.”

DR. SHANE BOYLAN
McNair Family Chief Veterinarian

Shane provides day-to-day guidance for the health and welfare of not only the
sea turtle patients, but every animal in the Aquarium’s collection! He loves
giving the animals the best quality of life and helping those that are sick or
injured. He diagnoses turtle patients during triage, monitors their nutrition,
medicine and surgical procedures, and approves their release when they are
healthy enough to survive in the wild. Shane serves on the Executive Board of
the American Association of Fish Veterinarians and is the recipient of several
awards, including the Proficiency in Zoological Medicine Award from North
Carolina State University.

“The most exciting part of Sea Turtle Recovery, for me, is giving all our guests the
chance to see and learn about these sick and injured turtles. I hope having that upclose and personal interaction will inspire more people to care about conservation,
and take personal action to minimize their impact on the ocean ecosystem.”

WILLOW MELAMET
Sea Turtle Care Center™ Manager

Willow keeps the Sea Turtle Care Center running like a well-oiled machine. She
oversees the feeding and medication of each turtle, taking each one’s condition and
unique needs into consideration, and works with our team of educators to design
the daily programs interpreting the activities going on in Sea Turtle Recovery.
She began her career with the South Carolina Aquarium as an intern in 2011 and
spent time as a wildlife rehabilitator at the Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife
in Sanibel, Florida before returning to Charleston to work in our Sea Turtle Hospital.

“I’m beyond excited that every detail in Zucker Family Sea Turtle Recovery is
designed with the best interest of our patients in mind. From minimal sound levels
and lighting, to medical equipment and tank size, this hospital is first class!”

KELLY THORVALSON
Conservation Programs Manager
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Kelly started volunteering for the Aquarium in 1997 and joined the staff as an
aquarist in 1999, before the Aquarium even opened to the public. From 2004 to
2016, she managed the Sea Turtle Care Center, developing the program into what
it is today. She now helps to advance all of the Aquarium’s conservation programs,
including Good Catch, the Resilience Initiative for Coastal Education and initiatives
to combat plastic pollution. Kelly is the recipient of several awards, including a
Women of Distinction Award in Environmental Education from the Girl Scouts of
Eastern South Carolina in 2010 and the Victor Samra Leadership Award in 2012.

MCNAIR CENTER FOR SEA TURTLE
RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION

IMPROVING THE WELLBEING OF SEA TURTLES EVERY WHERE

With Zucker Family Sea Turtle Recovery™, we’re ensuring that
we provide the best care and rehabilitation for sea turtles
while they’re at the Aquarium, but we know their journey
doesn’t end here. That’s why we’ve also committed ourselves
to protecting sea turtles worldwide through the work of the
McNair Center for Sea Turtle Research and Conservation.
The new McNair Center will serve as the Aquarium’s inhouse research facility especially for sea turtle knowledge.
Although Sea Turtle Recovery is new, we have been
rehabilitating turtles since 2000, providing us with more
than 16 years of data to analyze for trends about sea turtle
health. We’ll take what we’ve learned from our turtle
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patients’ injuries and illnesses, and present it to the
scientific community so that researchers all over
the world can benefit.
The McNair Center will also enable us to partner with
additional groups that work to help sea turtles, including
colleges, veterinary offices, public research agencies and
other turtle rescue facilities. Working through the McNair
Center, we’ll publish research about the healing techniques
used here at the South Carolina Aquarium, like our new
exercise pool and CT scanner. By sharing our findings, we’ll
empower our partners to improve the wellbeing of sea
turtles everywhere.

TURTLE TEAMS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

It takes a village to save sea turtles
– or, in South Carolina’s case, it takes
22 villages! That’s how many coastal
communities have Turtle Teams, groups
of trained volunteers who work with
the South Carolina Department of
Natural Resources (SCDNR) to protect
sea turtles during nesting season.
Volunteering with a Turtle Team
is rewarding, but it’s not always
glamorous! These volunteers monitor
the beaches every day for new nests
and stranded turtles. Some of the
areas they monitor, like Cape Romain
National Wildlife Refuge, are difficult
to reach and full of mosquitoes.
Regardless of whether the day is
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sweltering with heat or pouring down
rain, the volunteers mobilize to protect
sea turtles.
One critical duty of the Turtle Teams
is to identify nests that are laid too
far down the beach to withstand the
rising tides and therefore are at risk of
being overwashed. These nests must
be unearthed and relocated at higher
elevation to protect the developing
turtle eggs. For threatened species like
the loggerhead, our state reptile, the
success of every hatchling counts.
The turtle teams are also critical to
locate turtles that need the Aquarium’s
care. When the volunteers come

across a sick or injured turtle, they
contact SCDNR, the state agency that
is authorized to respond to sea turtle
strandings. Because the Aquarium is
the only dedicated hospital for sea
turtles in our state, almost all of these
turtles are then transported here for
further care and treatment.

RETURNING HOME:
SEA TURTLE RELEASES

Seeing a rehabilitated turtle be released back into the wild is one
of the most rewarding moments for everyone involved in the Sea
Turtle Care Center. Sea turtle releases are a remarkable sight and
represent our role in helping to ensure the future of these ancient
ocean creatures. Releases are rewarding not only for those who have
helped the turtles directly, but for the entire community. If you would
like to attend a public sea turtle release or learn more about the
release process, here are some fast facts:
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#1

In order to be released, a turtle must be medically
cleared by our veterinarian and Sea Turtle Care
Center medical staff.

#2

Per federal guidelines, there is a very short turnaround
time for a turtle to be released once medically cleared.
Our team works with SCDNR to determine the best
location, date and time for release.

#3

Release details are posted on the South Carolina
Aquarium’s Facebook and Twitter pages.

#4

Local releases most often occur in the late spring and
summer when ocean temperatures are warm enough
for the turtles, so make sure to check for release
announcements during these times of year!

#5

To receive priority email notification prior to all public
sea turtle releases and a special viewing lane, become
a Loggerhead Adoptive Parent at the $100 level. Your
support helps provide our animals with expert care, daily
food and vitamins, and opportunities for enrichment.
Learn more at scaquarium.org/adopt.

IN GRATITUDE
We wouldn’t be approaching this
landmark exhibit premiere if not
for the generous support of lead
donors Mrs. Anita G. Zucker and Mr.
Jonathan M. Zucker. The Zucker family
is a longtime supporter of the South
Carolina Aquarium and recognized the
need to expand the Sea Turtle Hospital
as an especially important cause.
Their visionary leadership, along with
the foresight and generosity of each
donor to our Watershed campaign,
will make a tremendous impact on sea
turtle populations for years to come.

“My family has been inspired by
the Aquarium’s sea turtle rescue
program since its earliest days.
Investing in this transformational
project, knowing that it
carries the promise of igniting
inspiration through STEM
education as well as producing
groundbreaking research, is
deeply meaningful to us.”
–Jonathan M. Zucker

9

What’s Your Story?

In 1997, the new South Carolina Aquarium was just getting started; I was one of six
people employed at the time, sharing office space on Hasell Street. As we planned
the exhibits and animals for the Aquarium, my colleagues and I traveled throughout
the state, observing the various ecosystems we’d be representing. One excursion
took us on an overnight camping trip to Botany Bay with a representative from the
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources to experience the state’s coastal
islands and its sea turtle nesting season.
We ferried our families and ourselves to the island by boat, along with tents and
equipment, setting up camp oceanside among the dunes. After spending the
afternoon walking through the untouched maritime forest, we began the evening
patrolling the beach, hoping to see turtle crawls. Around midnight, a 300-pound
loggerhead quietly emerged from the waves and lumbered her way up past the
tideline, settling behind low beach shrubs. Standing back, we watched as she dug
her nest and deposited hundreds of eggs. Afterwards, she dragged herself down to
the shoreline, finally disappearing into the dark water.
Back at camp, we were exhilarated, feeling privileged to have witnessed this. We
stayed up most of the night, discussing how to convey what we had just seen
through the Aquarium’s guest experience. We left the next day feeling closer to
each other and sharing a new sense of commitment.
Two months later, the six of us made another overnight trip to the same spot and
watched with excitement as a nest erupted under the full moon and a stream of
hatchlings flopped and tumbled their way into the ocean. It was magical!
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The Watershed Campaign:

INSPIRED TO DO MORE?
The South Carolina Aquarium welcomes Sea Turtle
Ambassadors like you whose creative fundraising
efforts provide critical support for the rehabilitation
and release of these animals. Six out of the seven
species of sea turtles live in United States waters,
and they are all endangered or threatened.
Dedicated ambassadors help to raise awareness and
funds for the South Carolina Aquarium Sea Turtle
Care Center™. Successful efforts include donations
in lieu of birthday presents, school or class read-athons and more. Together, we have rehabilitated and
released more than 200 sea turtles.

to learn more about what you can do or to become a sea turtle ambassador,
visit scaquarium.org/third-party-fundraising or call Caitlin Cash at (843) 579-8541.

A

SUN SE T

BEAC H

RUN

SEPTE MBE R 23

benefiting the South Carolina
Aquarium Sea Turtle Care Center™
Isle of Palms County Park
Kids’ fun run begins at 5:30 p.m.
5K begins at 6 p.m.
scaquarium.org/turtletrek
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PRESENTING
SPONSORS:

LOGGERHEAD
SPONSOR:

Protect Sea Turtles
During Nesting Season

Sea turtle nesting season spans
from May to October. Help this little
hatchling find his way to safety in the
Sargasso Sea while discovering how
you can protect sea turtles.

2. Avoid plastic
bags. Sea turtles
can mistake them
for jellyfish.
Choose reusable
bags instead!

4. If you, family or friends see a nesting
sea turtle or sea turtle hatchlings, keep
your distance and don’t bother them.
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1. Knock down sandcastles
before dusk so hatchlings
can reach the ocean.

3. Lights from streets and houses
can be disorienting to newly
hatched sea turtles. Turn off lights
that can be seen from the beach.

If you find a sick, injured or
dead sea turtle, contact the
South Carolina Department of
Natural Resources sea turtle
hotline at (800) 922-5431.

5. Fill holes before
dusk so hatchlings
have a clear path
to the ocean.

6. Remember to take
belongings and trash with you
when you leave the beach.
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CHARLESTON, SC 29401
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and

7all-inclusive
- 10 p.m. tickets

$60 adult - $30 child
$55 member adult - $25 member child
P R I N T E D O N R E C Y C L E D PA P E R

tickets
on
sale
now!
(843) 577-fish (3474) scaquarium.org
1 0 0 % P O S T- C O N S U M E R WA S T E
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